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   Redistricting is a topic that has 
been covered countless times in 
the Stallion, is currently being 
fiercely debated by parents, 
students, teachers, and the Board of 
Education, and will affect thousands 
of students in the upcoming 
school year. So what’s going on? 
   To give some background, in 2002 
Howard County staff developed 300 
geographical areas called polygons 
that encompass streets, property 
divisions, water features, and 
student and school demographics. 
These boundaries are reviewed and 
updated as needed which, looking 
at the past few years, has been 
quite often. Due to concerns of too 
many students in  schools already 
struggling to contain everyone, 
redistricting is once again on the 
docket. Superintendent Michael 
Martirano has proposed a plan that 
seeks to redistribute over 7,000 
of the school system’s 58,000 
students to different schools. 

   “We’re looking at getting, 
I believe, 200 more students, 
and losing 60-70,” said MRHS 
Asssistant Principal Mr. Dorsey. 
“Marriott Ridge is one of the few 
schools in this 
county that is not 
at overcapacity, 
and it’s not fair 
for a student 
to be here with 
a class size of 
25, while a kid 
down the road 
is in a class of 
33. Something 
has to be done.” 
   In an official 
statement on 
r e d i s t r i c t i n g , 
Mavis Ellis, 
the Board 
of Education 
Chair, said, “We owe it to our 
students and families to develop a 
comprehensive plan that ensures 
optimal learning environments 
and equitable opportunities 
for each and every child.”

   The follow up question to 
this is at what cost will such 
environments be obtained? 
   Howard County is one of the 
wealthiest counties in America, 

translating to the expensive 
prices to live here as well as the 
considerable resources schools 
possess. Parents typically settle here 
for a specefic school, and the idea 
that their student may be transferred 

elsewhere does not bode well for 
many. So how are Mustangs feeling 
about pending boundary updates?
   “I think redistricting is 
unnecessary,” said Junior Patrick 
Chen, and he’s not the only 
student with that sentiment. Most 
of the students I interviewed had 
a negative view of redistricting, 
citing concerns about overcrowded 
classes, unbalanced student to 
teacher ratios, and traffic issues. 
Plus, redistricting can sometimes 
result in students being bused across 
the county to fulfill attendance plans. 
   “As someone who lives right next 
to an elementary, middle, and high 
school that they don’t go to, I say that 
redistricting is wrong and mostly 
inconvenient for students and 
parents.” said Juliana Hess, a senior. 
   The Board of Education, and 
everyone else involved in the 
process, still has a long way to go 
in finding an effective plan, but 
if people in all positions from all 
backgrounds and stances make 
themselves heard, well, that is one 
thing that can’t be subdivided.  

year, so students should expect to be 
busy and have no need to seek further 
entertainment on their phones. 
   Beyond the classroom, students 
are prohibited from carrying 
their phones into bathrooms. The 
inclusion of bathrooms in the cell 

phone policy is an effort to crack 
down on the frequency of cheating 
that goes on within the bathrooms. 
There have been a number of cases 
in which students took pictures of 
tests and sent them to friends or 
discussed test questions with others 
through social media. Without 
phones, it becomes much more 
difficult for students to communicate 

with their peers during tests. 
  In addition to cheating incidents, 
there have been cases of 
cyberbullying. The new restriction 
on phone usage also goes to curb 
this bullying. However, the phone 
policy alone is not sufficient 

enough to handle bullying, and 
Marriotts Ridge also follows 
Grace’s Law in accordance with 
the State of Maryland, which 
allows victims of bullying and 
their families to seek court orders. 
Such measures should make 
students more accountable for their 
actions that may harm their peers. 
   The second major policy within 

the school concerns the bathrooms. 
Students may have noticed desks 
placed in front of every bathroom in 
the building. Teachers rotate on thirty 
minute shifts at these desks, where 
they monitor those who wander 
the halls without a pass or cause 

trouble within the bathrooms. 
Teachers also take this time to 
grade papers or do other work. 
     Another change in policy that 
is not quite as visible as the others 
but still significant to students 
is the removal of extra credit 
across the Howard County Public 
School System. There have been 
ongoing concern with extra credit 
opportunities, as they inflate 
grades and impact the standards 
of Maryland education. To be 
more fair to other schools and to 
present an accurate representation 
of student performance in classes, 
the county has decided to cease 

offering extra credit to students in 
grades 6-12. Student grades may 

take a slight hit, but students should 
keep in mind that the new initiative 
is beneficial to the state as a whole. 
    Change can be hard. Clearly, it 
will take time for students to become 
accustomed to these new policies, 
but it should not be too great of 
a challenge as all policies were 
created with the students in mind. 

Assistant Principal Mr. Vandenberg smiles for the new policies.

What redistricting looks on a map.

  Many new policies have 
rolled out, both on the county 
and school level, for Marriotts 
Ridge students this school year.  
     To students, the cell phone 
policy is  perhaps most worthy 
of attention. While students used 
to have considerable freedom 
with using their phones in the 
hallways and keeping them in 
a safe place during class, this 
was a privilege not a right. The 
school is now implementing 
dramatic limits on this freedom. 
    The most visible aspect of the 
new policy is the calculator caddy 
that hangs in every classroom. 
When students enter the room, 
they must first place their phones 
in designated slots for the entirety 
of the class. This new rule comes 
in the hopes of eliminating 
distractions in class, as students 
have a tendency to reach for their 
phones during instruction time. 
      The phone policy also extends to 
Ridge Time, encouraging students 
to actively socialize with their 
peers and participate in bonding 
activities. The activities planned 
for Ridge Time are more organized 
and uniform among all classes this 
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Students are ranked in order according to their weighted GPA.

A couple of the new teachers from left to right: Ms. Richards, Ms. 
Royston, Ms. Jenkins 

The End of Class Rank

  The new school policy changes 
seem to be overshadowing another 
big change at Marriotts Ridge this 
year - the sixteen new teachers 
hired this past summer.  Every year 
brings a new wave of staff members, 
but the 2019-2020 school year 
brought more than usual, especially 
compared to the nine new teachers 
hired last year. “[The number 
of new teachers] is a little more 
because we had some retirements 
last year,” said Ms. Tammy Foyles, 
who believes the administration 
was “very deliberate and purposeful 
about interviewing people that we 
felt would benefit and contribute 
to our school community.”
   There are new staff members in 
almost every department, including 
three new math teachers, three 
new English teachers, and one new 
science teacher.  The new Mustangs 
seem eager and enthusiastic to 
enhance learning for students and 
to join the school community. “I’m 
excited to be a part of the Marriotts 
Ridge community and I’m also 
excited to make math class a bit 
more fun for students,” said Ms. 

Sarah Jenkins, a new Algebra 2 
and Pre-Calculus teacher joining 
the math team.  Ms. Jenkins 
is beginning her first full time 
teaching position, after completing 
her internship and a year of 

substitute teaching at Wilde Lake 
High School. As a horse enthusiast, 
Ms. Jenkins is happy to be a part of 
the Mustang family where she feels, 
“there is a good sense of community 
and everyone is very friendly.”
Many new teachers have also 
commented on the welcomeness of 
the students, such as Ms. Christina 

Royston, whose favorite part of 
Marriotts Ridge so far is “the 
students.  [They] are generally very 
friendly and very personable.”  Ms. 
Royston is joining the science team 
for her tenth year of teaching. She 

previously taught at Hammond 
High, Wilde Lake Middle, and 
Greenbelt Middle.Ms. Royston is 
thrilled to be here at Marriotts Ridge 
and is looking forward to teaching 
the “very hands-on” curriculum 
of Advanced Physical Science.  
Another teacher joining Marriotts 

Ridge is eleventh grade English 
teacher Ms. Renee Richards, 
who is entering her eleventh year 
teaching.  Ms. Richards formerly 
taught at Wilde Lake Middle 
School and a private school.  
Before teaching, Ms. Richards 
worked as a producer for WJZ-
TV in Baltimore. Ms. Richards is 
happy to be here at Marriotts Ridge, 
saying “the staff and students are 
very friendly and very supportive 
of new teachers this year.”
    Fine arts also gained a new staff 
member in Ms. Dina Reyes, who 
is taking the reins of the Marriotts 
Ridge dance program.  Ms. Reyes 
is replacing Ms. Spruill, an original 
Marriotts Ridge staff member, who 
retired after last year.  Ms. Reyes 
formerly taught dance at Mount 
Hebron High School and looks to 
use her expertise to better the dance 
program here at Marriotts Ridge.
In a year full of change for 
Marriotts Ridge, the new teachers 
will aim to take advantage 
of the policy changes to create 
a better, more focused learning 
experience for students. Overall, the 
new staff members seem very happy 
to be a part of the Marriotts Ridge 
community and are looking forward 
to a year of growth and learning. 

MRHS Welcomes Sixteen New Teachers

held by the board and parents.
   Ms. Baek, one of the counselors 
here at Marriotts Ridge, approved 
of the decision, saying that “As a 
counselor and parent, I was thrilled 

to see that graduating seniors will no 
longer be class ranked.” She further 
explained that class rank contributed 
to a “dangerous mentality” in 
which academic accomplishment 
becomes a competition, forcing 
students to take on an unhealthy 
amount of rigor out of a desire to 
avoid “falling behind” their peers, 

causing feelings of inadequacy, 
stress, and general misery. 
   Ms. Baek said, “The hope is 
that without class rank, students 
will enjoy more freedom to 

explore classes that align with the 
individual’s aptitude and interests 
so they can find that healthy 
balance of rigor and a healthy 
social-emotional/mental state.”
   The measure has been supported 
by students, with some echoing 
the board’s concerns about student 
mental health. Junior Rohan 

Kyasa said, “I feel like class rank 
kind of creates a system where 
rank determines your intellect... 
it puts you in different categories 
where you’re smarter. It kind of 
affects people’s confidence in a 
way. Attitude and self confidence 
can change because of the rank.” 
   Others have expressed doubt about 
its ability to properly reflect student 
merit. “Class rank doesn’t properly 
account for all your abiliti,” said 
Junior Shree Bhattacharya, “What 
you do in your high school career 
is not only based on grades.” 
   Some students however, have 
opposed the change, calling 
into question the school boards 
assertion that the new policy will 
not affect college admissions. 
   According to Senior Sebastian 
Chizik, “I don’t feel too bad about 
it. I think it was kind of useful 
because it gave you a place where 
it tells you where you ranked next 
to your classmates. I felt that was 
kind of useful. If you get top of 
the rank, it’ll make you stand out 
and help you get into colleges 
that are more challenging.” 
   This is but one of the measures 
schools have been implementing 
to improve student mental health.

   With the start of the 2019-2020 
school year, the Howard County 
Board of Education has chosen 
to implement a decision to ban 
class ranks, an academic roster in 
which students are listed by grade.  
   The policy will come into effect for 
students in the Class of 2021. The 
Board of Education assured students 
and parents that the elimination 
of class rank will not affect the 
college application process, finding 
that after communicating with a 
number of colleges, class ranking 
is not used in any great capacity 
during the application process. 
   The resolution was formed  over 
a series of school board meetings 
beginning in April with first-
hand testimony from Centennial 
High School Junior, Christopher 
Lidard. Caroline Walker (Executive 
Director of Program Innovation 
and Student Well-Being) and Kami 
Wagner (Acting Coordinator, 
Student Support Programs) then 
continued to periodically update 
the school board on the amendment 
and addressed various concerns 
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First Place For Marching Band

   Drum major, senior Ben Bart, 
said, “I think we did something very 
memorable and had an impression 
on our audience that they’re going 
to remember for a very long time.” 

   

Members of the Band are already 
looking forward to their next 
performance. “I can’t wait to see 
how much everything is going to 
improve as a whole, and how it’s 
going to reflect on the judges,” 
said Zach Johansen, a senior 

who plays in the front ensemble. 
   Students who experienced this 
as their first competition are glad 
that they were able to take part in 
representing our school. When 
asked why she joined the Marching 
Band, tuba player freshman Joelle 
Becker said, “Because I thought 
it would be something fun to try 
and do on my freshmen year.” 
   Looking forward to their future 
competitions, the Marching Band 
is determined to keep their victory.  
“I think we’re back on track,” 
explained sophomore Andrew Yang. 
   Our school’s Marching Band is 
extremely talented with high levels 
of musicianship and skill. Last year, 
in the 4A Division, they placed 
first in the State Championships. 
   “At the next competition I’m 
looking forward to showing the 
judges what we can do,” said 
Dana Aument, a sophomore who 
is a member of the Color Guard. 
   With constant adjustments and 
many run throughs of the show, 
the Marching Band is ready to 
take on their competitors. The 
beginning of the season was a 
little rough for them, but now they 
are up and running. If you have 
great positivity and teamwork 
like the MRHS Marching Band, 
anything can be accomplished. 

Therese Kim
 Staff Writer 

 Ryan Lippe
 Staff Writer

Managing Workload and Study Habits

    On October 12 at Westminster 
High School, MRHS Marching 
Band received first place at their 
second competition of the year. 
Last month, on September 28, the 
MRHS Marching Band participated 
in their first competition at the 
Naval Academy in Annapolis. 
Competing with two other schools 
in their division, they received third 
place; however, the Marching Band 
has kept their heads high and their 
hard work paid off two weeks later. 
    Senior Abby Donilon said, “I’m 
really super excited! I figured it 
would happen, but at the same 
time, I was really surprised! 
Because there are definitely some 
parts that we need to work out. But 
at the end of the day, we did it!” 
   The Band students were very 
enthusiastic about the outstanding 
improvement they made in such 
a short time. Sophomore Jai 
Vaichalkar recalled how he was 
feeling. “My nerves were pumping 
and I was really anxious as we 
performed. I think we improved 
a lot! I showed a lot more spirit 
this time around and the band was 
more united in general,” he said.

    The theme for this year is “An 
Evening in New York City.” Their 
show consisted of three pieces in 
the order of “Baroque Samba,” 
“A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley 

Square” and “Birdland.” The 
show for this year was especially 
challenging because the pieces 
of music were all jazz. Jazz is 
in another category of music 
and learning jazz music takes 
much more time and effort. 

    School work has a huge ripple 
effect on your life— stress will 
always be a part of your school career 
regardless of if you wanted it or not. 
       Everyday, people have to put their 
school work before their mental 
health because they have little to 
no option of getting the work done.        
“Homework in the middle of the 
year is a lot. You have a lot of clubs 
and sports to balance so it takes 
up a lot of time,” said Sophomore 
Daniel Cuellar-Martinez.
 Depending how much you 
participate in extracurricular 
activities, you may have a lot on 
your plate. It can be difficult to find 
that balance of what to work on 
and when to work on it. You also 
have to factor in time for yourself 
so that you feel strong when you 
head into class and your activities. 
  Having time to step back, 
assess where you are, and what 
needs to be done can be critical 
to giving it one hundred percent 
effort on your assignments. 
Others have said to prioritize what 
you feel is the most important 
and put the most effort into those 

things. Or look at what will not 
take as long and maybe try to 
just knock those things out in 
the beginning, so that they don’t 
just linger in the background and 

end up forgetting the little things.
    “Get prepared for the workload and 
find out what helps you personally 
when it comes time to study and 
prepare for tests and quizzes,” said 
Sophomore William Nichols. 
     There are many apps and programs 
out there that are able to help you 

do this. “Google Keep” is a great 
one because you can sort out the 
documents as you need to what you 
feel can help you the most. Also, it’s 
in the  Google Ecosystem so this 

way it’s tied into all your school 
documents since those are all put into 
your school based Google Drive.
  In the middle and end of the 
year teachers tend to assign more 
work since mid-term and final 
exams are taking place. This is 
when organization is going to be 

key because depending on the 
teacher, the material could be 
accumulated throughout the year 
and you might need to go back 
and look at notes from October 
when the exam is in January.
   “During Midterms and Finals I 
can’t really do anything because 
I need to just go home and study. 
Those are the times I tend to feel 
really overwhelmed and stressed,” 
said Sophomore Arnav Kulkarni. 
  Finding study habits that 
help you can really impact 
your grade on the specific test. 
Having your materials in order 
is crucial, because if you aren’t 
ready for a specific assignment 
then it could have a drastic effect 
on your grade and it could be hard 
to dig yourself out of that hole. 
   If your grades aren’t where 
they need to be, then you may not 
be eligible to play school sports 
or participate in other school 
sponsored activities. At the end of 
the day, it all comes back to have 
tactics to keep yourself in the right 
mindset. If need be, schedule time 
to just relax or do whatever keeps 
you sane. As long as your mental 
health is in the right place and your 
papers are all in order, you should 
be on track for a phenomenal year. 

Senior Emma Best stresses over classwork.
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The Marching Band energetically performing on the field.
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Artistic Voice Shines at MRHS
  “Well we’re working on this 
pennant, so we’ve just been 
drawing and sketching out our 
ideas for that,” said Junior Kayla, 
an art student at MRHS. “But it’s 
basically an ‘about you’ project 
so whatever your interests are.”

   Since this is just the beginning 
of a new school year, teachers 
think that communication and 
social skills can help bring out 
the best in the students. This way, 

the students can make strong 
relationships while meeting all 
sorts of new and interesting people.
   “Right now, everybody is just 
getting to know each other and 
building the community,” Mrs. 
Miers-Bond explained. “Art 

requires people to talk to each 
other, so new classes require a little 
time to adjust to and to understand 
that it’s okay to talk to each other.”  
     Even though the art program 

is outstanding, there are areas 
of concern about the program.
  “The number of people who have 
been taking art has declined over 
the last two years,” Mrs. Miers-
bond stated. “It’s important to help 
students relax. Our students are 

taking so many AP classes, 
that they need a class where 
they can be creative and 
have less academic work.”
      Based on feedback from 
last year’s art students, the 
teachers are incorporating 
more media exploration 
opportunities with choices 
for students this year. 
    “I’m in studio  art, the 
highest  level art--so I get 
to work on a portfolio,” 
Momo said. “There is no 
set theme, so I get to do my 
own thing. For some of the 
Art 2 students and Art 3, 
there wasn’t a lot of media 
exploration, but they are 
changing that this year.” 
 The art teachers would like to 
have more students engaged 
in the art community. 
 “It would be nice if the 

community valued the arts 
more,” Mrs. Miers-bond said. 

  The students enrolled in art this year 
are looking forward to a great year. 

Grace Lee
Staff Writer

Using English Skills for College Essays

Senior students work hard on their college essays.

  This year at Marriotts Ridge 
High School, art students will be 
able to use their abilities to shape, 
make and create all sorts 
of fascinating works of art. 
  At the end of the school 
year, all students’ work 
will be put together and 
showcased at a local high 
school. This is a show where 
all drawings, paintings, 
projects and sculptures will 
be showcased to anyone 
who desires to attend. 
   “We put up work all the 
time— at the end of the 
year we will have a huge 
art show,” The art teacher, 
Mrs. Miers-Bond said. 
      “Last year, it was kind 
of like a set, where you 
had to have twelve pieces 
and it’s all one theme, but 
this year they’re doing a 
growing theme,” explained 
Senior Momo Momin. 
   “Where from beginning 
to end it’s a sort of 
progression. It’s not at all 
the same theme, you can branch 
off from that,” Momin continued. 
  The students have already been 
working on multiple platforms 
of artwork and art material. 

      First quarter of senior year 
can be stressful for students who 
are applying to college. The most 
difficult part for many is dealing 
with the college essays. Most 
colleges require some form of 
written response from applicants 
so that they can evaluate students’ 
writing skills and also get a 
sense of what kind of person that 
student is. The college essay helps 
admissions officers make decisions 
for a diverse freshman class.    
   Not everyone enjoys writing 
and not everyone’s favorite 
class is English. Yet that is how 
colleges will get to know more 
about you from thousands of 
others, in 650 words or less. 
   Many senior English teachers 
focus on writing college essays 
in the beginning of the year 
to help students learn how to 
write this unique personal essay. 
   “We do timed writings and write 
every Friday. This has kept me on 
track with my writing and it seems 

easier to just write any ideas I 
have,” said senior Sidney Parkent. 
    With an essay, one has to learn 
how to introduce, focus on a 

topic, transition, and conclude 
what you have written, in very 
concise language to meet the 
maximum length requirements. 
     Senior Lindsay Hockensmith 
said, “Rather than using knowledge 
from my English classes, I’d say 

that my teachers helped me more 
with my essays. The teachers who 
care are probably the most helpful 
as we write and edit our essays.”

     Senior Karah Hoffmann appreciates 
the help from her English teachers.
     “My teachers help me format 
my essays and they provide 
me with advice to improve 
my writing,” said Hoffmann.
     Marriotts Ridge’s English teachers 

try their best to help and encourage 
their students, whether it be through 
funny jokes or serious conversations.     
“I have been informed of a lot of 

aspects that edge colleges off. 
For example, overstating, and 
explaining stuff incorrectly. 
I’m glad that Mrs. Roberts told 
me all of this, since I probably 
wouldn’t have known about all 
this,” said senior Nina Wyckoff.
      “My current English 
teacher, Mr. Frank, gives 
a lot of snarky but helpful 
comments about our essays,” 
said senior Benjamin Brophy. 
     All seniors start off the year 
with extra work due to college 
requirements. It’s nervewracking 
to worry about your future and 
whether you will be accepted to 
your first college choice.  Writing 
an essay takes a lot of time and 

thought, so think about what you 
have learned and how to express your 
potential as a student. Together with 
advice from the English teachers, 
we should strive to provide the 
colleges with good quality essays.
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The spacious art room at MRHS.
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Students vs Teachers on New Policies
here last year and we’re getting 
punished for things we didn’t do.”
   While this concern has some merit, 
the school does have legitimate 
reasons to place more control on 
bathrooms. With all of the vandalism 
and cheating that has taken place in 
the bathroom in the past few years, 
the new policies were the last resort. 
   However, students across the 
grades, still do not seem to greatly
appreciate the bathroom policies.

   Senior James Tolle said, “I find it a bit 
creepy that there is someone sitting 
there  watching my every move as 
I just try to go to the bathroom.”
   This fear has actually prevented 
some students from using the 
school bathrooms, not because they 
were doing something wrong, but 
because they feel uncomfortable 
with a teacher sitting outside. 
   To little surprise, when the roles are 
reversed and teachers are asked about 

the new policies, their  reactions 
are much different. Teachers 
have expressed their satisfaction 
and compliance to the policies.
   Addressing the phone policy, Mr. 
Parson said, “it makes the students 
pay attention more, and they are 
more social with each other in class, 
instead of looking at their screens.”
Having been in the classrooms 
myself, I have definitely noticed 
a difference in attention spans. 
Without the stress that phones can 
bring, students can effectively 
pay attention to the task at hand. 
   Similar to the phone policies, 
the teachers understand and agree 
with the bathroom policies. Many 
students would believe that the 
teachers do not want to sit at a 
desk outside the bathroom for 30 
minutes of their day, but teachers 
do not really seem to mind.
    Mr. Courtney said, “I get to interact 
with the students in the hallway and 
meet more that I might not know.”
   Mrs. Power agreed with Mr. 
Courtney and added that “it gives 
you a certain amount of time 
that you can spend on one task.”
Sometimes it is necessary to go the 
extra mile if   it means that the teachers 
are keeping the students and the 
school atmosphere safe and healthy.
   So, if you don’t like the new 
policies that have been introduced 
this year, you might as well get 
used to them. They are here to 
stay. With many of the noticeable 
differences that the plans have 
already achieved, it looks like the 
same policies are in our future.

Emma Miller
Opinions Editor

Abby Kim
Features Editor

Absorbing Autumn Activities

The beautiful outcomes and variety of colors 
that fall brings.

students worry. Though it has not 
happened yet this year, there are 
slight possibilities of the phone 
holders falling off the hook with 
all of the phones in them. If this 
were to happen, assistant principal, 
Mr. Dorsey said that “the school 
is liable for the damage caused 
to the phone.” The school has 
insurance that would pay for either 
a fix-up or a replacement phone.
   Despite the reasonable risks and 
inconveniences of the phone holders, 
some students do 
recognize that the 
new rules have 
allowed them to pay 
more attention in 
class and cut down 
on the cheating that 
has been occurring 
within the school.
  Senior  Madison 
Costigan said, “I 
think that it could 
be useful for kids 
to pay attention 
and not cheat, but 
it also takes away 
from our freedom 
and preparation for the real world.”
   While Costigan understands 
how the policy can be helpful, 
she also agrees with the majority 
of the students in saying that the  
policy  can feel restricting at times.
   Along with the phone policies, 
there are new bathroom policies, 
and many  students are not the 
biggest fans of these policies either.
Freshman Camryn Fisher said, 
“The freshmen weren’t even 

 Despite the seemingly endless 
list of reasons why fall is the best 
season, some students pointed 
out the downsides of fall as well.
 “I don’t like how the 
mornings are freezing, 
and yet the afternoons 
are hot. Also, I don’t 
really enjoy the fact 
that I’m back in 
school either,” said 
Sophomore Alice Jacob.
  Fall is when the new 
school year begins, 
which can be an 
occasionally stressful 
and difficult experience 
for many people. 
  Although it may not be 
so great in school, fall is 
still the perfect time to 
participate in other things outside 
of school with special fall activities.
   “I really enjoy taking nature 
walks and going apple picking! I 
can enjoy the delicious scent of 
apples, and I can also enjoy the 

crisp fall outdoors as I crunch the 
leaves,” said Junior Heejee Lee.
   Fall is the perfect time to take 
advantage of the lovely temperature 

to enjoy time outside. Activities 
like apple picking, corn mazes, 
pumpkin picking, and just walking 
in a park can really loosen up 
anyone’s stress amid the chaos 
of starting the new school year. 

     “I recommend other people to walk 
around or go hiking, since you get 
the chance to appreciate the change 
from summer to winter. Eating pie 
and soup is also much better since 
it’s a lot colder than during the 
summer,” said Sophomore Ryan Lee
  “Overall, I would say fall is a 
great season. I love stomping on 
the leaves to hear a crunch, and my 
favorite holidays of the year include 
Black Friday and Halloween, which 
are both during the fall months. I 
can’t see how anyone could possibly 
not enjoy the season,” claimed 
Sophomore Archan Sathiyamoorthy.
The season of autumn   is overall 
a great season with many new 
activities, new changes, and new 
fun. You can enjoy the season, or 
you may dislike it for whatever 
reasons you have. Nonetheless, 
fall is a season that we encounter 
every single year, and we should 
aim to make the most of it.

   It’s that time of the year again 
when the leaves turn bright reds, 
yellows, and oranges— the season 
of glorious fall; but what do 
people think about fall, and what 
do people do during the season?
  “Fall is the best season. The 
temperature is that wonderful 
middle between the hot summer 
warmth and freezing winter, and 
the scenery looks beautiful with all 
the changing colors of the leaves,” 
said Sophomore Lacee Adams.
   Like Adams, many people love 
the season because of the cool 
temperatures and nice weather. After 
the blistering heat of the summer, the 
breezy and slightly chilly weather 
in October feels like complete 
bliss. Perfect sweater weather! To 
top it off, fall has arguably one of 
the best scenery changes, with all 
the transforming color changes.

  MRHS students and teachers 
have been speaking out about 
the new policies being enforced 
during the 2019-2020 school year.
   If you are a new attendant of 
Marriotts Ridge High School, you 
might think the way things are run 
around here this year are completely 
normal and very orderly. On the flip 
side, if you have been at the school 
for a long time, or even just a year, 
you should definitely notice the 
differences in the implementation 
of some policies and procedures. 
There are multiple reasons for the 
new rules, mainly because students 
were abusing the freedom that was 
given to them. Many changes have 
occurred around the school, but the 
most drastic ones include cell phone 
use and the bathroom policies.
   Students were asked about 
their opinion on the new rule of 
putting up their cellphones at 
the start of the period and not 
receiving them until the end of the 
period. Though responses varied, 
the main point that the student 
body wanted to emphasize was 
that they dislike the new policy.
   Junior Quinn Kelley said, “I 
find it more distracting not having 
my phone with me because 
I’m always wondering if my 
parents need to contact me or if 
my phone will fall and break.”
   Kelley brings up an important 
issue that has been causing 

The cellphone holders that are in every classroom 
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Boys  Soccer Looks For Successful Journey
to everyday by working on our 
techniques, play style, fitness, and 
finishing.” The team will focus on 
these aspects of the sport during 
practices, and bring it to their future 
games. Throughout the season the 
team is working towards one goal, 
and they are all aware of what they 

need to work on to accomplish it.
   There is always room for 
improvement, and the team knows 
that they have to continue to work 
on their strengths of the game so 
they can perform to the best of their 

ability. Senior Justin Woodburry 
said the team’s biggest advantage 
of the season was “our passes 
and moving the ball in one or two 
touches is our biggest advantage 
against other teams.” The team will 
be able to move the ball around the 
field quickly, which will cause them 

to maintain possession throughout 
the game. This will be a huge 
upper hand against other teams. 
   A team’s biggest strength is 
knowing their weaknesses and the 
Marriotts Ridge varsity boys soccer 

team is aware of what areas of their 
play need improvement. Junior 
player, Cody Blessing, believes 
that, “This year we’re are going to 
have a really stong defense against 
tough offensive teams like River 
Hill and Wilde Lake, but we have to 
learn how to finish. We don’t have 

enough pure scoring players and 
everyone is going to have to put 
a couple in the back of the net.” 
   The team has already shown 
improvement from their 
finishing in the second game of 
the season against Long Reach. 
The Marriotts Ridge team 
defeated Long Reach with 
a 6 to 0 victory. The 6 goals 
were finished by Michael Ott, 
Nick Citro, Will Lee, Kaden 
Bryan, Ethan Bohan, and 
Justin Woodbury. If the team 
continues to improve aspects of 
their play throughout the season 
as they did with finishing, they 
are set up for a successful 
journey through playoffs.
   Playoffs are just around the 

corner, and the team is prepared 
to face the competition.  With 

6 wins under their belt, they have 
spent the season working on their 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
game to prepare. Through many 
practices and games, the team should 
be ready to win regionals and states. 

    The Marriotts Ridge Boys Varsity 
Soccer play their 2019 season, with 
the hopes of claiming the regional 
and state champion title as their own. 
The team consists of twenty one 
players and they have to work 
together to accomplish this goal.
   When asked about the team’s 
chemistry, Senior Captain 
Mark Lee said, “We have a 
lot of team chemistry this 
year, due to the family like 
environment we have created. 
We spend time on and off the 
field together through practice, 
pasta parties, and spending the 
school day with some of our 
teammates.” The team has spent 
a lot of time together and they 
have become not only friends, 
but a family. With the team 
working together, they will 
face their competition well. 
    The team is aware of the 
challenging games ahead of 
them in playoffs. When Senior 
Captain Will Lee was asked who 
their biggest competition will be 
this year he responded, “I definitely 
think the hardest competition this 
year will be River Hill. We have 
been preparing and will continue 

MRHS soccer players fight for the ball. 
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   When asking about what needs 
to improve Junior, Cassidy Keyser 
said, “We need to improve on our 
communication when on the field.”    
        As for any sport, communication 
is key. Passing the ball upfield 
isn’t the easiest thing to do in 
field hockey. Constantly getting 

hit by opponents and sticks flying 
everywhere is very difficult to play 
through. Being able to communicate 
and know where the ball is at all 

times could really help the Lady 
Stangs take advantage over other 
teams. Junior Caroline Meininger 
similarly said, “We need to improve 
our field dynamics and knowing 
what to expect from each other.” 
     Knowing who is going to hit the 
difficult shot in clutch situations 

or who is going to make that end 
of game steal, can take the stress 
off a team. They have to be able 
to know who is going to do what.   

  With playmakers like Senior 
Emma Gladstein and Senior Eloise 
Clevenger, you know what to expect 
on the offensive end. On the defense, 
with Senior Grace Tolle holding it 
down in the goal, you know she is 
going to make those big time saves.
   After losing lots of seniors from 

last year it’s easy to assume that 
the Stangs are in trouble. Senior 
Eloise Clevenger said, “We 
have lots of returning starters 
so we have more experience.” 
   To win at the varsity level you 
don’t just need skill on a team 
but also experience. Knowing 
what to do in different situations 
comes from experience. This 
could be a huge advantage 
for the Mustangs due to all 
the starters that are returning.
   I believe the Mustangs Field 
hockey team should do very 
well this year. After already 
taking down rival Glenelg 
they are looking to destroy 
the county. They have the 
tools and mindset to go deep 
into the playoffs. They have 

already played very hard teams 
so they aren’t scared of anyone. 
These girls are the real deal and are 
going to show you that every game.
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High Hopes For Girls Soccer

Ira Snell,IV         
Sports Editor

Marriotts Ridge’s Girls Varsity 
Soccer team has high hopes for 
a successful year. Their first 
official game was against Mount 
de Sales on Friday, September 
6th. Senior Andrea Plano said, 
“The [Mount de Sales] game was 
a really great first official game. 
There’s room for improvement, 
but it’s early in the season so we 
have time to make those changes.” 

In the previous season, the girls 
beat Mount de Sales 1-0. This season, 
they won 3-1. In their next game, 
this time against Long Reach, they 
won 4-1 compared to last season’s 
2-0 win. Junior Jordyn Choe says 
these differences come from the 
emphasis placed on attacking and 
shooting this year. “The offense is 
taking more chances and risks than 
they have before, showing that all of 
our practice is paying off,” she said. 

Senior Lindsay Hockensmith 
agreed with this, claiming that the 
team has capitalized on scoring 
opportunities much more this season 
compared to last. Goal scoring 
was sometimes a challenge last 

season, so the emphasis in practice 
has shifted to finishing when 
attacking, and the girls are seeing 
the results. The improvements 
aren’t just on the final third either. 
The girls have ended games with 

shutouts more this year than last. 
Wilde Lake, Liberty, Howard, 
and many other teams couldn’t 
make it through their back line.

Last year’s varsity team had 
twelve seniors on it, and many key 
players have graduated, including 

defender Ashley Fisher and center 
midfielders Aly Wagner and Victoria 
Hensh. Andrea Plano said, “We did 
lose a lot of seniors last year, but 
we made up for the loss with some 
really skilled girls coming up from 

JV.” Senior goalkeeper Kendall 
Bryan said the five freshmen on the 
team are “really talented additions.”

The 2018 season ended with 
a loss to River Hill in playoffs. 
This year on September 26th, the 
team beat River Hill 1-0, leaving 

Marriotts Ridge’s girls in first 
overall. The girls who returned after 
last year’s defeat found the win to 
be a rewarding confirmation that 
this season is their strongest yet. 
“We came into this game looking 

for redemption,” Jordyn Choe 
said of the River Hill game, 
“We all had this mindset that 
was like, ‘we have to win.’ 
We didn’t want to, we had 
to.” The win didn’t go to their 
heads, though. “Coach Qualls 
warns us about getting too 
confident all the time. We 
can’t underestimate any team 
we play against,. Being too 
relaxed going into a game 
can be dangerous,” captain 
Lindsay Hockensmith said. 

They hope to carry the 
regular season’s success into 
playoffs, where a loss means the 
end of the line no matter what. 

After last year’s heartbreaking 
playoff loss, the whole team, 

coach included, are determined to 
not repeat the same mistakes. This 
season’s team is the strongest this 
group of girls has seen; they hope 
to bring home the program’s first 
county title and move on to winning 
their second regional championship. 

The field hockey team strategizes for a game.

Camille Liparini
Staff Writer 

Junior Jordyn Choe making intense moves on the field.

     To be the best you have to play the 
best, and that’s just what Marriotts 
Ridge Field Hockey is doing. 
Playing some of the hardest 
teams in the state and nation can 
kill rankings very early. Even 
though the Stangs are so far 0-2 
doesn’t mean the season is over. 
   When Senior Emma Gladstein 
was asked how the season is going 
so far, she said,  “It is going pretty 
well, I see us winning lots of games 
and going far in the playoffs.” 
  This 2019 field hockey team 
is ready for all the smoke. Their 
record doesn’t truly represent who 
they are, but a player on the team 
can tell you the team is strong 
and working harder than ever. 
     Senior Gracie  Kennedy 
said, “NDP is a strong team 
so it showed us we could 
stick with high level teams.”   
Beating a team like NDP is no joke. 
This shows that the Stangs can 
hang with the best of them. Beating 
NDP would prove that they should 
definitely do great in the country 
and very well in the playoffs. 

MRHS Field Hockey Faces Challenges This Season
October 22, 2019
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MRHS Football On A Great Track This Season 

The Marriotts Ridge Varsity 
Football team is looking to bounce 
back after 4-6 record last season.
The Mustangs are 4-1 with a week 
one loss to Glenelg (14-7), a week 
two victory against Wilde Lake (7-0) a 
week three victory against Long Reach 
(16-12) a week four win against River 
Hill (14-15) a week five win against 
Reservoir (21-7).  The Mustangs, 
led by captains Senior Dayo Togan, 
Junior Jack Baxter, and Senior Nick 
Harris are looking to host their first 
ever home playoff game in school 
history. “Even though we lost our first 
game I think we have a good chance 
of being one of the top teams in the 
county,” Senior Cole Rosenthal said.
  After the first two games, the 
Mustangs’ defense has looked very 
strong, only allowing 14 total points in 
two games.  Junior Drew Ross led week 
two with a stunning 10.5 tackles and 
two sacks. When asked how he thinks 
the defence will hold up this year, he 
said, “I think we will be a pretty solid 
and hard to beat defence this year”. 
   On the other hand, the Mustangs 
offence has not exactly met the team’s 

expectations so far. With only a total 
of 14 points scored in two games 
the Mustangs are really relying on 
their defense to win games. Some 
impressive scores included: two 
touchdowns scored by a pass from 
Sophomore quarterback Casey Pung 

to Senior Cole Rosenthal against 
Glenelg, a run from Senior Ryan 
Reeling against Wilde Lake, a kick 
return by Senior Jaylin Moore, a 4 
yard run by Senior Zach Bedell against 
Long Reach, a touchdown catch and 

run by Jaylin Moore against River Hill, 
a touchdown pass to Jaylin Moore, 
another touchdown run by Moore 
and a reception by Senior Nick Harris 
against Reservoir, and a touchdown 
reception by Jaylin Moore and a 
touchdown run by Zach Bedell in the 

Mustangs’ second loss against Liberty.
   One thing that was noticed by many 
players this year was the outstanding 
chemistry between teammates. Many 
players said they felt it was the most 
the team has bonded in a while. “We 

are all very supportive and all like 
a family,” Casey Pung said. This is 
very crucial considering that the team 
is generally small in terms of the 
size of  our players and the number 
of kids on the team compared to 
other schools in the county. As a 

result, they stay disciplined 
during games and make sure 
to encourage each other. 
   Another thing many players 
talked about was the support 
from our fans, specifically 
our student section. Our 
student section was very loud 
and supportive during all 
games which really gave the 
players a boot on the field. 
“The support by our fans was 
fantastic,” said junior Quinn 
Kelley. All of the players loved 
the support and are excited 
for the next home games. 
   The students at Marriotts 
Ridge are also very excited 
for this season. Many fans feel 
more confident about the team 
then in past years. They also 
are a big help to the players 

because of their support at games. “It is 
a very electric and supportive student 
section, especially at home games,” 
said Junior Michael Bengermino. 

MRHS Football players discuss a play.

MRHS Volleyball On a Hot Streak

Blake Krupinsky
Staff Writer

Ethan Joo             
Staff Writer

Lady Mustangs jumping into the air during a game.

   

is that they are extremely talented. 
All the players on the team have 
something that they can contribute. 
This year’s team has the chance to 
do major damage in the playoffs 
than ever. As far as talent, they 

have the “potential to be really 
good this season,” said Senior 
Meghan Kwon, the defensive 
specialist on the team. She also 
noted how she firmly believes that 
this team is “definitely a better 
and stronger team than last year.” 
   When also asked about the 
strengths, Freshman Leah Liu, a 
varsity player, stated, “The team 

is good at free-ball plays and 
making the most out of every single 
possession.” The diverse talent and 
team chemistry is definitely one of 
the main reasons to why the team 
has started the season 3-0. If all goes 

well, the volleyball coach should 
be able to lead an impressive run 
in the playoffs. The main obstacle 
ahead of the Varsity team, however, 
is a problem that almost every 
sports team has to face: consistency. 
   The team has been working 
hard together during practices and 
games. When it comes to winning, 
raw talent is not enough. They 

have established a very good team 
chemistry which is one of the 
many reasons why the volleyball 
team is on a winning streak. 
  However, Meghan Kwon said, “We 
have good chemistry, but we need 
to that to happen every game and 
be more consistent on the court.”
  In addition to consistency, Clay and 
Liu agreed that that communication 
was an issue. Liu stated that the team 
“needs to talk more on the court 
and improve on communication.” 
Communication is essential to 
the team because it allows the 
team to “be more consistent with 
passing the ball,” Clay described. 
It seems to be that consistency 
and communication are the 
only things standing in the 
way of an amazing season. 
  Overall, the team has many 
strengths that aided in the recent 
winning streak. So far, the team 
has a lot to be proud of—they are 
the only team in the county that is 
undefeated. The 2019-2020 season 
is looking bright thanks to the 
variety of talent this year’s team 
offers. If the team perseveres and 
is able to perform at a high level 
consistently, there is nothing that 
can stay in the way of the Mustang’s 
dominant winning streak. 

  The fall 2019-2020 season of 
Varsity Volleyball is looking 
bright this year. The team is 
coming off a 8-1 hot streak over 
Howard county schools including 
Glenelg, Oakland Mills, and Long 
Reach and is looking forward to 
dominate the rest of the season. 
   This year’s team includes players 
from all classes—freshmen, 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors. 
In order to be the best, the Marriotts 
Ridge Volleyball team has to focus 
on game strategy, along with overall 
athletic performance. This year’s 
volleyball team is not only looking 
to prepare for the playoffs, but they 
are also improving while doing so. 
The team is expecting to be better 
than they were in the beginning 
of the season. In order to do well 
in the playoffs, volleyball teams 
have to be ready for many practices 
and  intense in-game situations.
 When asked about practice, 
Senior Montara Clay, middle and 
right side hitter, said, “The season 
is going good and we are doing 
many drills different drills to 
improve throughout the season.” 
    The main strength of the team 


