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Board of Ed to Make Redistricting Decision Today
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Residents argue against redistricting ahead of Board decision.

The Magic of This Year’s Fall Play
Ryan Lippe
Staff Writer

The cast finishes off the night.
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   At long last, the Board of Education 
will make their final decision 
today, on November 21. Months 
of hearings, debates, proposals, 
and planning have all come down 
to this. Students will have their 
academic careers determined, 
teachers will no longer be in doubt 
about class sizes and resources, and 
parents will discover if their efforts 
either in support or in opposition of 
redistricting have all been in vain. 
  A long, long time ago in 
early 2019, Superintendent Dr. 
Martirano presented a major 
school reassignment proposal 
after the Howard County Board of 
Education directed a systemwide 
school boundary review. In a 
statement on the HCPSS website, 
Dr. Martirano said, “To address the 
significant imbalances in school 
capacity utilization, my proposal 
would result in approximately 
7,396 student reassignments, 
including approximately 3,194 
elementary, 1,351 middle and 
2,851 high school students.” 
  In more recent times, school 
board members Jennifer Mallo 

and Chao Wu have also drafted 
proposals, though each plan has its 
own consequences and the Board 
has struggled to reach a consensus. 
   As per the original arrangements, 
the Board was scheduled to have 
work sessions and public hearings to 
allow deliberation and community 
input. However, Howard County 

has been extremely vocal and the 
Board has had several overflow 
hearings to contain hundreds 
of testimonials from parents, 
teachers, and representatives 
of groups such as Child Health 
Experts and the Chinese Amercian 
Parent Association. Redistricting 

is currently quite the topic, and 
will likely continue to be so 
long after the final decision is 
made, considering how many 
lives and families it impacts. 
   Freshman Stephen Pearson said, 
“My house is located near several 
other high schools. I live 5 minutes 
away from RHHS and Glenelg. 

My brother was redistricted to 
West Friendship in 5th grade. His 
bus passes his old school to get to 
his new one.” For many students, 
the whole affair seems pointless, 
especially when it forces them to go 
out of their way just to attend school. 
   Another motive for redistricting 

   Known for its amazing annual 
plays,  Marriotts Ridge has set the 
bar high so many times that there 
has always been a  weight placed 
on its shoulders to surpass the last 
performance. “This year, it’ll be re-
ally difficult to top last year. We just 
have  to try and strive to be better 
every time we perform,” said Junior 
Kieran Lucksic. Luksic has been 
a part of a number of productions 
both as cast and crew and has been 
able to see how Marriotts Ridge al-
ways strives for greatness in every 
show. Whether it may be open-
ing night or a matinee, they will 
act like it’s the last time everytime. 
   Being a part of the cast and crew 
of this production was pretty special 
and those involved  were well aware 
of that. They took on theatre pro-
duction like it was a team sport, and 
they all depended on each other. 
There were so many moving parts 
to a show like this that all needed 
to be on the same page at all times. 
And that they were. These kids were 
ready and sure did show the crowd 
what it meant to be a Mustang on 
stage and behind the curtains. 

   The Marriotts Ridge fall play this 
year was Peter and the Starcatcher, 
a lesser known prequel to the classic 
story Peter Pan. Although this play 
doesn’t have as many well known 
songs in it, the cast and crew worked 
restlessly to put together a produc-
tion of Peter and the Starcatcher 
that left songs stuck in your head 
as if you knew them all along. 
   “The student directors are in-
volved a lot more which allows for 
more leadership opportunities to a 
rise,’’ said Sophomore Izzy Schrib-
er. She feels that Mr. Beall, theatre 
director here at Marriotts Ridge did 
a great job giving the student direc-
tors leadership roles so that the play 
ran as smoothly as ever. Having this 
added inclusion gave more options 
for creative input. With multiple 
people in on the directing staff, it 
allowed for different viewpoints to 
be seen throughout the whole play. 
   Since there were some student 
leaders, Mr. Beall was given time to 
work with other students, whether 
that may have been on blocking cer-

tain parts of scenes or working with 
the crew to get specific lighting fea-
tures on stage that may not be pos-
sible without the added attention. 
   Getting everyone to work togeth-

er and keep positive vibes back-
stage was going to be key for this 
year’s production, especially since 
producing a show of this nature 
is not easy. In fact, productions 
of this magnitude require a lot of 
precision and attention. It is often 

very difficult to accomplish this 
and takes a lot out of people, so it 
was  essential that people are all co-
operating  and on the same page.
   “I think that everyone works re-

ally well together and that people 
are always happy to be there,” said 
Daniel Cuellar-Martinez Sopho-
more. Naturally, since people are in 
good spirits then it will just propel 
them to do better and achieve feats 
that they have never reached before. 

now is to minimize changes when 
the new Howard County high 
school opens later on. According 
to the Howard County official 
website, “Council approval will 
ensure groundbreaking in spring 
2020 and school completion by 
September 2023. Projected to 
be 287,000 square feet, the 13th 
high school will accommodate 
1,650 students with parking for 
579 vehicles and 34 school buses.” 
   The new high school has already 
caused some controversy over cost 
and location, yet these concerns 
are not new: expansion has been 
an ongoing process for years. 
As media specialist Ms. Rashid 
said, “Overcrowding at Howard 
and Centennial needs to be dealt 
with. I don’t know a whole lot 
about how communities are being 
divided, but school reassignment 
is never easy. When Marriotts 
Ridge first opened, kids and 
families weren’t happy to be here, 
but now it’s a really great school.”
   In the end, the decision comes 
down to the Board of Education. It 
is in their hands for  thousands of 
students and their future education. 
“That’s the big day,” said Mr. Dorsey, 
Assistant Principal, “That’s the big 
reveal.” All we can do now is wait. 
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Jason Lee
Staff Writer

Winter is the time for students to showcase their musical talents.

‘Tis the Season for Concerts

     The MRHS Speech and Debate 
teams have made confident 
strides into the 2019-2020 year.
  This is in no doubt due to their 
hard work and talent when it 
comes to research, practice, and 
perseverance before tournaments. 
In looking at this year, the team 
captains are optimistic about the 
strength of their teams and have 
faith in the skills of their members. 
   Senior Daniel He, captain of the 
Public Forum Team explained that, 
“We have a lot of talented members 
and we hope that the trend of winning 
that the team has will continue. 
They’re putting in a lot of effort and 
they’re showing improvement.” 
The MRHS Speech and Debate 
teams have a history of exemplary 
results, the most recent examples 
being the Daniel He/Yuvraj Nayak 
team’s 3-0 Public Forum victory 
and Diya Amlani’s first place win 
at Dallastown’s Congress Sessions. 
Success does not come easy, 
however, and like any sport, each 
member must demonstrate great 
dedication. Public Forum events 
in particular are fast paced debates 
in which two pairs of debaters 

present their arguments before 
a judge and attempt to discredit 
the other by presenting evidence 
and attacking sources or points.
Daniel He said, “We’re teaching 
them how to write cases, how to 
write blocks and we’re allowing 

them to do practice debates where 
we judge and tell them how to 
improve. That’ll give them a 
competitive edge at tournaments.” 
   Senior Nina Wykoff, captain of 
MRHS Congress, expressed similar 

sentiments: “The new members 
have a lot of amazing potential 
and they all seem very enthusiastic 
about actually being better at the 
events and they’re putting the 
time in.” As Congressional debate 
consists of delivering speeches 

and then being questioned about 
the speech, it is imperative that 
members prepare by becoming 
experts in the field they wish to 
support or oppose so that they can 
write quality speeches and stand 

up confidently to the opposition. 
  According to Senior Megan Li, 
captain of the Speech team, “I think 
they are doing good. It’s a bit of a 
learning curve for speech especially 
because when most people think 
of Speech and Debate they just 

think about the debate aspect 
so speech is like teaching them 
what speech is and helping 
them choose pieces. A lot of it’s 
one on one like helping them 
choose events and choose a 
piece for their event based on 
their interests and how much 
time they’re willing to put in.” 
   A busy year is ahead for the 
teams, as they plan to attend 
the travel tournaments such 
as George Mason University, 
Harvard, UPenn, Yale, state 
tournaments, and local events 
such as the various Baltimore 
Catholic Forensic League 
(BCFL) tournaments. Though 
the amount of work required 
and the time commitment is 
heavy, a high school career 
in speech or debate is most 

definitely rewarding as well. 
Mustangs have the opportunity to 
compete and proudly represent our 
school, plus learn valuable skills 
such as research, rhetoric, and 
public speaking that are necessary 
in many fields and careers.

MRHS Debate Team Preparations

Ryan Williams-Abrams
Staff Writer

   As another busy holiday season 
approaches, the Marriotts Ridge 
Music and Dance Departments 
are hard at work preparing for the 
upcoming concerts. The three in-
school winter concerts are sched-
uled for December 6th, 11th, and 
12th, all starting at 7 P.M.  “I’m ex-
cited to show everyone how hard 
we’ve worked and I’m hoping that 
all our effort really pays off in the 
winter concert,” said Senior Min-
hee Kim, a member of Madrigals.
    The winter concerts are always 
the highlight of the season for the 
music department, and this year 
the directors are hoping to make 
the concerts better than ever before. 
   “I’m looking at changing the dy-
namic of the winter concerts this 
year with some new exciting piec-
es that haven’t been heard from the 
Marriotts Ridge choral program.  
And I’m also anxious for the audi-
ence to hear the growth in the pro-
gram,” said choral director Mr. Ross 
Rawlings, who is in his second year 
at Marriotts Ridge.  The choral pro-
gram started learning the holiday 

music extra early this year during 
their late-night Wednesday cho-
rale rehearsals, and they are hoping 
that the additional work will help 
improve their overall performance. 
   The concerts will feature every 
group throughout the music de-

partment, all of which are excited 
to share what they have been work-
ing on so far this year.  The pieces 
that these various groups will per-
form include classic pieces such 
as “Sleigh Ride” performed by the 
Band, “Hallelujah Chorus” featur-
ing Mustang Chorale and Orches-
tra, as well as other holiday clas-

sics performed by the Madrigals.
   For the madrigals, the winter con-
cert is just one of seven total per-
formances. Their busiest season is 
winter since they are requested to 
perform at many venues including 
tree lightings, church services, as-

sisted living centers, as well as local 
caroling. The senior-heavy choral 
group is excited to have one last 
holiday season to sing “with their 
lovely Madrigals family,” said Katie 
Verhoeven, a second-year Madrigal.
   The Marriotts Ridge Dance Com-
pany will be having their winter 
concert on December 6th, separate 

from the rest of the music depart-
ment. The Senior Company will 
be performing four pieces, includ-
ing two small group pieces, piec-
es from Pep Rally, and their piec-
es for the Howard County Dance 
Festival.  Senior Dance Company 
member Katy McManus hopes 
that they will “perform to the 
best of [their] abilities and leave a 
good impression on the audience.”
   One big change being implement-
ed for all the concerts this year is 
an increase in advertising.  The di-
rectors and students agreed that 
the winter concerts are not well 
known in the community, which 
has to change. “We are working 
on advertising our concerts more 
so that we have a bigger audience 
turnout. That’s extremely import-
ant as a performer because if you 
look out into the audience and 
you see that nobody’s there, then 
it’s really discouraging,” said Kim.
   The Marriotts Ridge Music De-
partment encourages the commu-
nity to come support local music 
this holiday season on December 
6th, 11th, and 12th. As described by 
Mr. Rawlings, the winter concerts 
are “a perfect, stress-free getaway in 
the middle of the hustle and bustle.”

The debate team sketches out ideas.

November 21, 2019
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How To Shop Smart For Black Friday

items and with cheaper prices, 
explained Sophomore Alex Choi.
   Virginia, along with other states, 
seem to have better malls and choices 
compared to Maryland. Malls like 
Tyson’s Corner and King of Prussia 
are some popular malls in the states 

surrounding us. However, if you 
like the comfort of home, shopping 
nearby is perfectly fine as well.
   “For Black Friday, my family 
and I just go looking for clothes 

locally. The places I prefer 
include Banana Republic, 
Hollister, and Abercrombie,” 
stated Freshman Noah Kim.
   Many people, like Noah, enjoy 
taking a quick trip to their local malls/
shops. If you want to be less active, 

online is also a good outlet 
for Black Friday shopping.
   “I actually don’t go out to 
shop.  I prefer shopping online, 
and finding my sales on 
Amazon. I find that shopping 
online allows you to avoid 
the risk of getting involved 
with the large crowds,” said 
Senior Makenna Benson.
   There are various online 
stores like Romwe and Shein 
where you can go shopping 
for clothes— Amazon being 
one of the most popular 
places to shop during the 
holiday season. Black Friday 
sounds like too much work? 
Go shopping online, or 
better yet, find your better 
deals on Cyber Monday.
   Shopping on Black 
Friday may require a lot of 

work, depending on where and 
how you want to shop. Keeping 
these tips in mind, make sure 
to have a safe and fun shopping 
holiday out with your family!

Abigail Kim 
Features Editor

Chad Stukes
Staff Writer

Fun Recreations for Thanksgiving Break 

   It’s time to bust out our wallets 
and prepare for Black Friday. Since 
many people are unprepared for 
this special shopping day, here 
are some tips to stay safe and 
happy on this special holiday! 
   “Be mindful of where your 
money is going, and whether or 
not you need the items in your cart. 
Don’t just buy something because 
you like it, buy it considering its 
practicality and long term uses,” said 
Sophomore Neha Anurhalasetty.
  Just like Anurhalasetty  mentioned, 
you should analyze what you’re 
buying. Along with being careful 
about overbuying, make sure 
you’re in a safe environment as 
you shop. There’s actually a greater 
number  of injuries from Black 
Friday than one might expect— 
to prevent it from happening to 
you, stay away from large crowds.
   “Arrive early at the place you 
want to shop. That way, you’ll 
be able to avoid the chaos that 
happens when everyone else 
arrives,” said Junior Jay Pi.
   Many people, along with Pi 
advise that you  arrive early at the 
destination that you want to shop 

at. Even the busiest malls along 
the East Coast are empty in the 
early morning, which provides 
a good opportunity to get your 
shopping in before everyone else. 
Speaking about the East Coast, it’s 
good to spread out your shopping 

radius. Don’t be afraid to travel to 
other states in order to get better 
deals and less crowded areas.
   “I go to Virginia a lot, since there’s 
a lot more malls with better quality 

     Thanksgiving break is one of the 
best times for students throughout 
the school year. It’s a short break 
from school where they don’t have to 
worry about any work, and relax and 
have some fun. If you’re confused 
about what to do over the break, 
here are some recommendations 
that you can keep in mind!
   “One thing my family and I 
enjoy doing on Thanksgiving 
break is getting outside and 
passing the football around,” 
said Junior Zach Rotter. 
   Together with your loved ones, you 
can participate in several activities, 
the outdoor space being a great outlet 
for fun. For example, you can play 
football, take a stroll, or even cut 
down your Christmas tree if that’s 
what your family enjoys doing. 
   Although many can agree that the 
break should be spent out of the 
house, there will be times where 
you want to cuddle inside being 
warm and toasty. There are tons of 
other recreations that students have 
said they enjoyed doing inside.
  Senior Shea Richards said, 
“I don’t really go out or do 

anything during break, I mostly 
just enjoy my free time.”
 Like Richards, the thought 
of relaxing and staying inside 
probably appeals with the 

majority. Some activities include 
drinking hot chocolate near a fire, 
baking, or just reading a book or 
watching something on Netflix. 
   Many students agree on the fact 

that Thanksgiving should be spent to 
relax and bond with your loved ones, 
whether it be in the house or out and 
about. And although both are great 
ways to spend the days off, there 

are so many more activities to do. 
   “I like hanging out with my 
friends and just chilling and getting 
out with them and having fun,” 
said Junior Ayomide Amodu.

   Spending time with friends 
is a great thing to do during the 
break. Going to the mall and 
hanging out, or maybe even ice 
skating could be an interesting 
way to connect with your friends. 
   Though friends can be fun, there’s 
still the Thanksgiving dinner to 
think about. After all, it’s the food 
that comes to mind when you think 
about Thanksgiving. This time 
should be set aside for family, and 
eating. This feast is the highlight of 
the holiday, and usually takes a lot 
of preparation in order to become a 
success. And since this takes a lot 
of dedication, you may consider 
helping out in the kitchen as being a 
fun activity to do during the break.
   “Personally I love helping my 
mom cook Thanksgiving dinner 
for everyone. For some reason 
that’s just always been fun for me 
to do,” said Senior Brandon Spears.
   From going outside and passing the 
football to getting in the kitchen and 
helping to cook Thanksgiving dinner 
for the family, the Thanksgiving 
activities are plentiful. Take the 
time off to relax, have bonding 
time with your close ones, and 
come back with a refreshed heart!

An MRHS student gets excited by the leaves

Black Friday is all about the best sales, but remember to stay safe!

3Features
November 21, 2019



THE STALLION

 Grace Lee
 Staff Writer

Coping Methods for College Rejection Letters
“It’s a good idea to do everything 
you enjoy, so you can move on 
faster and enjoy your time.” 
  With a good laugh and an 
interesting activity, you can ease 
up on the sad news. Still, just 
watching a stand-up comedy won’t 
satisfy everyone. And though 
laughing is a great way to forget 

the pain, it’s the thought of lazying 
around that many people enjoy.
“I would lay in bed all day, and 
most likely play a video game,” 

said Senior Chris Liggins. 
   Chris said it’s okay to be lazy 
sometimes, which is what he would 
do if he got the upsetting news. 
It’s understandable to want to be 
by yourself, eat junk food, and not 
want to do much when you have 
worked hard to get a disappointing 
answer. Like Liggins, many would 

rather have time to himself and 
would move on with his day.
   After being faced with rejection, 
anyone would want to let out their 

frustration with soothing methods. 
If you fit into this category and you 
would like to loosen up  then it’s 
probably obvious that relaxation 
would be the best for you. 
   Although the sound of “relaxing” 
may suit several people, there are 
still those select few who have 
trouble dealing with their stress 

just by doing self-care. Many, 
like Senior Sidney Parkent, 
use aggression from sports to 
get the news off their minds. 
   “I would hit a few soft balls 
to get it all out.” Said Sidney. 
      Being active is a great way to 
cope with any situation, and it 
can be especially helpful when 
venting out disappointment 
about these college letters. 
There are many athletes who 
feel their stress fade away 
when playing a sport, and if 
you’re an athlete/ someone 
who likes to move around, 
exercise might be the best 
way for you to cope with any 
rejection letters you receive.
     All seniors are anxious to 
know if they will be accepted 
in the schools they applied 
to. Everyone can relate to 
receiving a letter of rejection, 
and that is why comfort from 

others and self-love is the best 
remedy; relaxation and exercise 
being great coping methods.

Holly Mosher
Staff Writer

Thanksgiving Traditions With MRHS

Spending time with family is one great Thanksgiving tradition.

   Every year, almost every student 
receives at least one college 
rejection letter. Many students 
agree that this can be a crushing 
experience. To help you out with this 
disappointment, some students 
have shared some strategies that 
they use to distract themselves 
from upsetting news.
   Eating ice cream, watching 
a movie, or getting comfort 
from loved ones are common 
when dealing with stress and 
hard times. Relaxing is a very 
popular way to de-stress. It’s 
up to personal preference 
which of these common 
strategies work to help 
someone overcome rejection.
   “I would probably eat my 
favorite foods, and watch a 
comedy movie to make me 
laugh and not think about the 
letter,” said Senior Nyla Kai.
   Like Kai, many seniors 
suggest the idea of making 
yourself laugh. It is a very 
fun emotion to have and can 
distract you. So if you enjoy 
being goofy, then go ahead! 
Laugh out your anger. You should 
do what you enjoy the most because                                                                                                                                        
it comforts you in the best way.
   Kai added another piece of advice: 

   It’s that time of year again, 
where everyone gathers around 
and families reunite. The students 
of MRHS shared the traditions 
that their families take part in 
and their general thoughts and 
feelings during this time of year. 
   “We invite my grandmother and my 
grandfather up and we always watch 
National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation movie every year without 
fail,” Junior Emmerson Mako said.  
   “My mom usually makes roast 
turkey, but it’s not traditional 
roast turkey. She makes it 
chinese style with eastern 
spices,” said Senior Michelle Li. 
   Like Mako and Michelle, many 
students have different family 
traditions. These traditions 
often depend on culture or 
something passed down.  They 
are a great way for students to 
spend time with their families.
  Though traditions play a huge 
part in the way that people think 
of Thanksgiving, there are still 

many more reasons why people 
like Thanksgiving. One student 
expressed how they feel about 
the holiday and why they like it.
   “The thing that I like about 
Thanksgiving is the fact that 

I get to see my Dad’s side 
of the family, since they are 
really nice people— I’m really 
excited to go again!” Freshman 
Ammi Willamson explained.
   It’s important to get together 
during the holiday season because 
it can bring out the best in people. 
Memories play a huge part in 

Thanksgiving because they are 
what make the holiday season 
even better. Some of the students 
shared their memorable moments 
that happened in the previous years.
    “Well, usually when I have 

Thanksgiving with my cousins, 
we do the dumbest of things,” 
Freshman Akaira Little stated. 
“One year, we decided to go into 
the woods, since my grandma 
lives near there. We went outside 
in the dark, with no flashlights, 
which was really terrifying.”
   “A few years ago for Thanksgiving, 

we had this huge party at my 
mom’s house. Apparently, my 
grandma didn’t make enough 
food, so we were frantically trying 
to warm up food we had in the 
fridge,” explained Willamson. 
   Making new and eventful 
memories are a part of the holiday 
season. This may even include 
the memories of strange food. 
One student shared a memory 
about the food they cannot stand. 
   “I don’t like when my family serves 
coleslaw and stuffing,” said Little. 
   Other students shared their 
favorite Thanksgiving treats 
along with what is normally 
served on this festive holiday. 
   “We always have stuffing— stuffing 
is the best and the turkey, of course,” 
said Freshman Teni Sobewale. 
    “My Grandma makes really 
good homemade shrimp dip— 
everywhere we go, she always brings 
that because everyone loves it— 
it’s like her famous shrimp dip, it’s 
amazing,” exclaimed Williamson.
   The students are looking forward 
to a fun Thanksgiving and some 
of the traditions that come with it.

Dealing with college rejections can be a difficult time for students.
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Best Movies for the Upcoming Holiday Season
   Junior Charlie Reynolds also 
agreed that the Grinch is his 
favorite holiday movie to watch,“It 
keeps me laughing and puts 
me into the Christmas spirit.”
   That’s really what watching 
these movies is all about: to put 
the viewer into the holiday spirit.
   Another popular movie that was 

not in the spotlight in last year’s 
poll was National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation. This movie, 
about a father trying to make 
precious memories with his family 
during Christmas, is all the rage 
for MRHS students this year.
   Senior Katie Verhoeven 

said, “National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation is my 
family’s favorite to watch during 
winter break, it’s so funny.”
   Comedies seem to be the 
overshadowing theme with favorite 
holiday movies. However, if you 
are searching for a more touching 
movie, try The Polar Express. This 

was the one movie that was 
popular in both years’ polls. 
This film portrays the story 
of a young boy who goes on 
a magical adventure to find 
his faith in the holiday spirit. 
For viewers, The Polar 
Express, provides comedy, 
emotional discoveries, and 
restoring faith in children.
   Freshman Sophia 
Baxter said, “The Polar 
Express has always been 
my favorite movie to sit 
down and watch with hot 
chocolate and my friends.”
   The popular movie contains 
many touching moments 
that put the viewers 
into the holiday spirit.

   Overall, any movie that 
you watch during the 

holiday season that puts you in 
a good mood is worth watching. 
While some are more popular than 
others, as long as the movie brings 
you joy and brings your family and 
friends together, you can’t go wrong.

Emma Miller
Opinions Editor

 Jenny McIntyre
Staff Writer

Classic Thanksgiving Meals

Some classic Thanksgiving pie.

movie in the eyes of the MRHS 
student body. The overwhelming 
winner of this year’s poll was 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas.
   Senior Kristen Trainer said, 
“The Grinch has always been 
one of my favorite holiday 
movies, and it is an old family 
tradition to watch it together.”

   The humorous film, based on 
the book by Dr. Suess, features 
Jim Carrey in the spotlight as the 
Christmas-hating Grinch. His 
wonderful performance and the 
storyline that goes in depth beyond 
the original book makes the movie 
widely  popular and beloved by many.

popular that they end up being the 
main dish on some people’s plates. 
Junior Ledell Patcha said, “My 
favorite Thanksgiving dish is mac n 
cheese because it is a side my family 
always has on 
Thanksgiving.” 
Along with Mac 
n Cheese, Junior 
Emma Greene  
said, “My favorite 
dish during 
Thanksgiving is 
mashed potatoes.” 
Potato variations 
are very common 
to see during the 
holidays. While 
simple mashed 
potatoes are a 
favorite, Junior 
Allie Shafer 
said, “Sweet 
potato casserole is my favorite, 
because it is sweet and something 
I do not get to eat often.” 
  Beside the classic Thanksgiving 
dishes and sides, families tend 
to add their own personal dishes 
that they all enjoy. Many families 

take  their own spin on what they 
want on the table, making the 
dinner special to them. These 
specializations tend to be people’s 
favorites. Senior Will Lee said, “My 

favorite Thanksgiving dish would 
have to be Bindae tteok, which 
is a traditional pop Korean dish.” 
   Not only can these different dishes 
be family favorites, they can bring 
families together with mothers 
and fathers teaching their children 

the recipe and even grandmothers 
and grandfathers teaching their 
grandchildren. Passed down recipes 
through generations within a family 
are usually stand out pieces on the 
dinner table. Junior Abby Krull said 
“My favorite Thanksgiving dish is 
jello pretzel salad, because it is a 
family recipe and it is really good.”            
   When families spend time in the 
kitchen together they get to make 
their favorite foods, making it 
even better. Junior Cody Blessing 
said, “My mom’s cranberry sauce 
has to be my favorite part of 
Thanksgiving, because we all help 
her make it and it is really good.” 
Cranberry sauce can be common 
for people on Thanksgiving, but 
making it together as a family and 
from scratch enhances it greatly.
  From classic dishes, such as turkey, 
potatoes, stuffing, and gravy, to 
the special family recipes, every 
person has their favorite dishes on 
the Thanksgiving table. Families 
are getting ready to spend time 
in the kitchen, making memories 
and cooking their favorites.

   Thanksgiving is just around the 
corner, and families are getting 
ready to spend time with one another 
in the kitchen making their favorite 
dishes. Every family has their own 
variation of what they believe to 
be the best Thanksgiving meals. 
   There are a few staple pieces that 
most have on their plate. These 
classics tend to be people’s favorites. 
When thinking about Thanksgiving 
dinner the main dish on the table is 
turkey for most families. Sophomore 
Max Suzdaltsev said, “My favorite 
Thanksgiving dish is gravy on 
turkey because it’s a classic.” 
Another common dish that goes 
along with the centerpiece of the 
meal, the turkey, is stuffing. Junior 
Hannah Parsons said, “My favorite 
Thanksgiving dish is stuffing, 
because it is something that my 
family always has on Thanksgiving.” 
   There are sides that go along 
with the turkey that stand out to 
some people. These sides can be so 

  With the holiday season coming 
our way, the students at Marriotts 
Ridge High School shared their 
favorite movies to watch to get 
them ready for the holidays. 
   As the air gets colder 
and the holiday spirits rise, 
students get ready for the 
most wonderful time of 
the year. What better way 
to do this than binge watch 
holiday movies? Throughout 
the end of October and 
beginning of November, 
there is a transition from 
horrifying, haunted movies 
to wholesome family 
movies that this holiday 
season brings. But what are 
the most popular movies 
according to the Mustangs 
and what should be at the 
top of your watch list?
   The same question was 
asked to MRHS students 
last year and the responses 
varied. By far the most 
popular was Will Farrell’s Elf. 
Students of all grades chose this 
movie about a confused man who 
grows up as an elf and tries to 
reunite with his human father, as 
their favorite. This year however, 
Elf was the fourth favorite 

The Grinch is a popular Christmas movie for the MRHS community.
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County Board of Education Decides On Redistricting
not have an issue with redistricting. 
There’s a chance that they may make 
more friends, do better with sports, 
or feel like they may have a better 
chance to excel at the other school. 
   The only grade that will not be 
affected is the upcoming senior 
class, which is the current junior 

class. Junior Jenny McIntyre said, 
“If I were to be affected by the 
redistricting, I wouldn’t be happy 
because I would be moved away 
from my friends and have to start 

somewhere new where friend 
groups were already formed.” For 
the people who have spent more 
than a year at their school, it would 
be much harder, especially having 
to leave their friends and what they 
are so used to. Also leaving teachers 
with whom they have grown 

relationships  can be challenging. 
   Students aren’t the only ones 
keeping up with the redistricting 
decision. Many adults have their 
own opinions on the issue. Some 

adults see redistricting as a great 
opportunity for students at weaker 
academic schools. But others may 
be upset about being redistricted 
because in some cases they spend 
more money to purchase a home 
in their preferred school districts.    
Teacher Ms. Hawkins said, “I 

understand people who 
move to different areas and 
neighborhoods to go to the 
better schools in the county. 
But I also understand how 
it would be benefitting for 
the students that go to these 
weaker schools to have the 
same opportunity as others 
in the county. This will 
be affecting the teachers 
because the staff will increase 
with the students, which 
will cause more sharing of 
classrooms between the 
teachers.” Not only does 
this affect the students, it 
will also affect the staff in 
the schools, making more 
teachers have to share their 
classrooms with one another. 

   It seems many people 
in the MRHS community 

and the county are anxious about 
the results today. Stay tuned on 
the Board of Education website 
for updates on the final decision. 

 In Howard County, a new 
redistricting plan is being decided 
today, November 21st. After 
months of planning and months 
of preliminary discussion, the 
Howard County Board will 
finally come to a decision. All 
schools in Howard County will 
be affected if the plan passes. 
   The MRHS students who will be 
affected by this decision are those 
in the first three grades. Most of 
these students have already made 
close friends at school. Freshman 
Laura Rosenburg said, “I would be 
upset since I am new to Marriotts 
Ridge and just met new friends 
this year. Next year I would have 
to restart with new people and 
leave my old friends behind.” 
   On the other hand, some students  
may find this redistricting  as a good 
opportunity. Sophomore Emma Li 
said, “It depends on which school 
I would be transferred to. If it was 
a higher ranking school, I would be 
fine. But if it was a lower ranking 
school I would be upset and would 
try to avoid getting redistricted.” 
Depending on the school that kids 
are transferred to, they may or may 

The board holds meetings for preliminary discussions about redistricting.
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able to overcome them. Going into 
overtime for three consecutive 
games, there was great pressure 
on the girls. Especially their State 
semi-final game against Hereford 
High School, because four years 
ago, they beat Marriotts Ridge in 
the finals, according to Coach Gado. 

   Junior Kaylie Savage said, “During 
our State semi-finals, when we went 
into double overtime and sudden 
death shootouts...those last sudden 
death moments, when Emma 

Gladstein, she had that last little 
move to get the ball in. And Grace 
Tolle, our goalie, just had those 
two crazy saves. It was just a sigh 
of relief from all the pressure that 
was on the whole team that night.” 
   Senior Grace Tolle also 
commented on their State semi-final 

game against Hereford. She said, 
“It was so difficult to get through 
both overtimes without scoring and 
then the shootouts. This definitely 
showed how hard we could play.” 

   Everyone is already anticipating 
the future seasons, because it looks 
like there are high hopes for more 
Championship wins. Coach Gado 
said, “We’re losing nine seniors, 
so I hope that the underclassmen 
will step up and strive to fill the 
shoes of the girls that are leaving.” 
   Sophomore Alex Delmonte said, 
“I feel so excited for the seniors 
because the whole season has 
been really good for them and 
they’ve had  really good wins.” 
The team’s best players might be 
leaving, but that doesn’t mean that 
the hard work of the players who 
are staying won’t grow or that their 
confidence will shrink. Freshman 
Mia Gladstein said, “It feels really 
good, just working for it all season.” 
   The field hockey team is 
determined to keep their winning 
streak. Sophomore Ella Walchko 
said, “I hope that our team can 
build, be even stronger, and we can 
make it again and again, and win.” 
   Congratulations to the field hockey 
team! Their passion, motivation, 
and persistence definitely makes 
them deserving of  their win. The 
girls are ready to defeat any team 
that is waiting for them, because 
the State Championship should be 
expecting them again next season! 
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NFL MVP Predictions

Therese Kim 
Staff Writer

   With the 2019-20 NFL season 
reaching its halfway point, many 
people are wondering who will 
be named Most Valuable Player. 
Football is a sport of toughness, 
heart, skill, and most importantly: 
teamwork. However, every season 
there is always one person who 
is essential to a winning team. A 
person who is so essential, that the 
team is nothing without him. The 
most MVP award is given to the 
person who carries their team to 
victory. Because there is so much 
talent in the NFL, it is hard to decide 
who is the most valuable player. 

   Someone who is commonly 
mentioned in the MVP discussion 
is Lamar Jackson. Lamar plays 
quarterback for the Baltimore 
Ravens and is an essential part 
of the Ravens offense. Senior 
Prabhsimorin Arora, a Ravens 
fan, said, “Lamar Jackson is one 
of the most dynamic athletes 
in the league.” Throughout the 

season, Lamar has shown sparks 
of greatest. His unique ability to 
run and pass make him one of the 
best quarterbacks in the league. 

   Most recently, Lamar led 
the Ravens 
offense to 
beat the 
Patriots. The 
team was 
able to pull 
a dominant 
win against 
the Patriots 
who are led 
by one of 
the greatest 
quarterbacks 
ever; Tom 
Brady. Lamar 
Jackson is a strong candidate 
because no team has been able to 
“figure out… the [Ravens’] offense”. 
When watching a Ravens game, it 
is easy to see that the team heavily 
depends on Lamar’s performance. 

   Another strong candidate is 
Russell Wilson who is having  a 
“Heroic season” according to Senior 
Brian Kang. Russell Wilson has led 
the Seahawks to multiple victories 

because of his clutch performances 
and is a strong candidate for 
MVP. Malachi Lee, a Ravens fan, 
admitted that Wilson has “put up 
the best throwing stats this season.” 

Russell also has a solid running 
game and can elude the defense. 
The Seahawks are 7-2 this season 
which makes them one of the top 
contenders for the Superbowl. His 
dominant performance gets more 
impressive when you realize that 
Russell Wilson is only 5 ‘11. Russell 
Wilson’s performance in the final 
minutes and the Seahawks’ dominant 
record make him one of the top 

candidates for most valuable player. 
   The last major contender is 

Christian McCaffrey. Even though 
running backs have a harder time 
winning MVP, Christian’s dominant 
performance as a running back is 
stirring up discussion. McCaffrey 
leads the league with 153.9 yards 
from scrimmage per game and 109.9 
yards rushing per game. In Senior 
Nick Randhawa’s opinion, Christian 
McCaffrey’s “Absolute dominance 
this year has…elevated the Carolina 
Panthers to new levels.” Typically 
the quarterback is the player who 
is carrying their team to victory. 

   However, Christian McCaffrey 
has been able to will his team to 
multiple victories. His dominance 
has allowed the Carolina Panthers 
to win over teams like the Steelers 
and the Jaguars. He is also putting 
up historic stats and his influence on 
the Carolina Panthers is undeniable. 

   The MVP race is up for grabs. 
There are many talented players 
in the league that could win. 
Their performance throughout the 
rest of the season will determine 
who will come out on top.

MRHS Field Hockey gathers around to celebrate.

Ethan Joo
Staff Writer 

Lamar Jackson, quarterback for the Ravens, is at the top 
of the MVP list.

   The MRHS Field Hockey team 
claimed their first ever State 
Championship title, competing in 
the Class 2A Division on Saturday, 
November 10th. Marriotts Ridge 
beat Oakdale    High School, 
with a score of 1-0. The winning 
goal was scored by Freshman 
Maisy Clevenger. The girls are 
extremely thrilled, as this was the 
first time in school history that 
the Marriotts Ridge Field Hockey 
had come in first at the State level. 
   Sophomore Ella Walchko said, 
“I’m so happy for us. We made 
history!” Senior Emma Gladstein 
explained, “I’m really happy. It’s 
my dream come true, because I’ve 
always wanted to win States and 
it’s a really good feeling. Coming 
back to school wearing this 
medal, it’s a really good feeling.” 
   Coach Gado, the Varsity Field 
Hockey Coach, had her thoughts 
on this momentous occasion. 
“I am very proud of the girls. 
They were able to finish the 
year off with a Championship.” 
   The team admitted that there 
were difficult instances during 
the Playoff games, but they were 

Field Hockey Wins First State Championship
November 21, 2019
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MRHS Football Breaks Records

   The Mustangs ended their season 
at 7-2, 7-1 in county, with their only 
losses to Glenelg and Liberty. Their 
record prevailed to be good enough 
to win the county at a three way 
tie. Technically, the tie for county 
champions was between Marriotts 
Ridge, River Hill, and Glenelg. 
This was because the Mustangs 
beat River Hill, who beat Glenelg, 
who beat Marriotts Ridge. This also 
gave the Mustangs an opportunity 
to host their first playoff game in 
school history, against Atholton, 
who the Mustangs beat in the last 
game of the season 35-7. 
   This season Marriotts Ridge 
accomplished three things 
that have never before been 
done in school history. The 
Mustangs have never beat 
River Hill, have never won 
a county title and they have 
never hosted a playoff game. 
Reflecting on how the record 
season went, Head Coach 
Marcus Lewis said, “Overall 
it’s been a great season, 
some people think this 
success was a surprise, but 
honestly I’ve known about 
this potential since March.” 
   One thing many captains 
and coaches have noticed 
this year is the chemistry 
the team displays. “We have 
great chemistry and everyone 
works together. We all want 
to achieve one goal,” said 
Senior Captain Nick Harris. 
Chemistry is a big asset to 
this team and it has proven 
to help the Mustangs, as 
they have had their best 
season in school history. 
Everyone gets along and is 
helping each other to get 
better as the season goes on. 
There’s a proverb that says, 
“you’re only as strong as 
your weakest link,” and that is 
obviously present with this team. 
   The Mustangs have had many new 
players shine this year who were not 
as impactful last year.  Jaylin Moore 
was one of many players to step up. 
Reflecting on the season, he said, 
“Our season has gone pretty good. 
For me, you know, last year, going 
from not scoring at all to scoring 
at least a cool two touchdowns a 
game, I’m thankful for my linemen 
and my quarterback, for giving 
me the ball and putting me in the 
position to score. I’m also thankful 
for my coaches for giving me the 
right plays at the right time. I just 

gotta be thankful for my team.”
   Moore has had a standout season for 
the Mustangs with 8 touchdowns, 4 
interceptions, and 1 kick return for 
a touchdown. Jaylin’s great season 
has brought a lot of attention and 
helped the Mustangs win multiple 
close games. This recognition got 
Moore an invitation to the BTC 
All-Star game along with seniors 
Ryan Reeling and Nick Harris. 
   Another crucial player this year 
was Sophomore Quarterback Casey 
Pung. Pung had a total of 800 yards 
with 10 passing touchdowns and 
1 rushing touchdown. It was also 
Casey’s first year on varsity so there 
was a lot of pressure. “I think that I 
have improved a lot from last year 
and the beginning of the season, and I 

hope that with more experience I can 
become even stronger,” said Pung.
   If you would have asked many of 
the fans before the season started, 
if the team would have looked this 
good, the answers would have been 
more negative. Throughout the 
season, the Mustangs football team 
has shown great persistence and 
domination against their opponents. 
The fact that their own fans 
underestimated their ability, “drives 
to make [them] better,” said Junior 
lineman Braeden Savoy. “It kind of 
helped us out because everyone was 
saying, ‘oh you’re bad, you’re not 
going far,’ so we had to go out there 

and show up,” Savoy continued. 
   Their determination shined in the 
toughest games, like the River Hill 
game. When the Mustangs took on 
the number one seed in the county, 
the River Hill Hawks, tensions 
rose. By the end of the game, the 
score was close, with the Mustangs 
barely behind, but the Hawks had 
possession. Junior Lineman Jack 
Baxter forced a fumble with less 
than two minutes left in the fourth 
quarter, inside the Hawks’ five yard 
line. As the seconds ticked away off 
the clock, Sophomore Quarterback 
Casey Pung threw a pass to Moore, 
caught in the endzone to make 
the score differential one point. 
The extra point was made and the 
game was sent to overtime. After 

the Hawks were able to score a 
touchdown and get the extra point, 
it was up to the Mustangs offense. 
After a rushing touchdown by 
Moore, the Mustangs lined up 
for an extra point to, once again, 
tie the game. Before the snap, the 
Hawk’s defense jumped offsides in 
anticipation for the kick. With the 
penalty, there was an opportunity 
presented that Coach Lewis took 
full advantage of a two-point 
conversion. If incompleted, this 
would mean a loss in overtime for 
the Mustangs, but if they succeeded, 
they would pull off a feat never 
before done in school history. The 

play was called, both teams stepped 
up to the line of scrimmage, and 
snap. The ball was snapped to Pung, 
a quick roll-out play to the right and 
a toss to Moore in the endzone, 
ended the game. The Mustangs 
pulled out the win and exceeded 
everyone’s expectations. The 
coaching staff hugged and cheered, 
as the players chased Moore around 
the endzone. This win led to their 
three-way tie for county champions.
   Overall, the season has been very 
successful and a fun year for the 
team and for the fans. As they head 
into the playoffs, their mentality 
remains the same and stronger than 
ever. The Mustangs are excited to 
host their first playoff game. The 
Mustangs brought home the “W” 

in the first round of playoffs against 
Atholton High School. This was the 
Mustang’s first ever playoff win.
On the second round of playoffs, 
The Mustangs went up against the 
very strong Westminster Owls on 
November 15th. Unfortunately, 
the Owls defeated the Mustangs 
in the second round of playoffs, 
concluding their season. Though 
upsetting, the Mustang community 
is proud of the way that the Mustangs 
performed the whole year, and 
proud of the history that they made.

The MRHS football team gets in formation.
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